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 as he does in this interview. Miller recalls, "When James came on the air at the beginning of _Attack of the Giant Hogweed_, I
wondered if it was going to work. He was amazingly likable, very friendly. He had an easygoing quality that made him likeable.
At the end of the show, he said, 'Well, I guess I'm going to be working with this for a while.' " "I had a weird encounter with him

the next day," Miller recalls, "and it didn't occur to me that he could possibly be James Dean. I went to the _Daily News_ and
watched him on the television. I didn't think he was the same guy. But then he read the article and we had lunch. We got along

very well." With this in mind, they decided that Dean might be the right actor for the role of Atticus Finch in _To Kill a
Mockingbird_. This is an ideal choice since it also gives Dean the chance to demonstrate his own abilities as an actor and his

powerful screen presence. Not surprisingly, the part was played by Gregory Peck in the 1962 film. Greg Peck as Atticus Finch
in the 1962 film _To Kill a Mockingbird_ with Shirley Jones, who played Scout Finch. (Photo by Film Preservation

Associates/Getty Images) "Shirley Jones and Gregory Peck had a ball," Miller remarks. "But James, in the part of Atticus Finch,
was magnificent. That was the first time I'd ever met him, but that went a long way to convincing me that James could do it. He
was right for the part. I've gone out of my way since then to help him in any way I could." Miller had seen Dean's performance
in _The Haunting_, but Miller had never seen him in anything before _Darker Than Amber_. "I had no idea James was such a
movie star," he says. "He was great. In _Darker Than Amber_, he was very believable as a young man who didn't know much

about the world, was cynical about the world, and was a little rough around the edges, but I knew he had a lot of talent." "He was
also superlative in _Midnight Cowboy_," Miller adds. "That was one of the first roles James played that was not in a movie, but

was the star of a TV series. He really nailed that role." 82157476af
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